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“Article” under the REACH Regulation

• An “article” under the REACH regulation is defined as an object which, during production, is 
given a special shape, surface or design, which determines its function to a greater degree 
than its chemical composition

• As a consequence, most consumer products, other than chemical substances on their own or 
in a mixture (such as cleaning agents, cosmetics and paints), are called “articles” under REACH

 Detergents, cosmetics, paints are not articles, 

they are mixtures

 Typical articles are toys, clothes, footwear, tires, electronic appliances, kitchen 
utensils, newspaper, plastic packaging etc

An object, which during production is given a special shape, surface 
or design, which determines its function to a greater degree than its 
chemical composition
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Article under REACH Not an article under REACH 

(except the packaging)

Kitchenware; plates, cutlery, pans, bowls, containers Cleaning products; detergents, dishwashers

Electronic devices; smart phones, computers, tablets,

televisions, radios, lamps, cables

Skin care products; shampoos, soaps

Household appliances; vacuum cleaners, kitchen

equipment (blenders, ovens, etc.), electric

toothbrushes

Cosmetics; make-up, perfume, creams

Accessories; jewelry, hand bags, luggage, hair

accessories

Food and drinks

Packaging; food packaging, bottles Medicine; cough syrup, pills, etc.

Toys and baby accessories; toys, stuffed animals, baby

bottles, nappies, pacifiers, car seats, pushchairs

Glue

Furniture; beds, shelves, sofas, tables, chairs Paint and lacquer

Textile; clothes, shoes, bed linen, mattresses, curtains,

carpets

Fragrances, Scents

Sports equipment; rackets, balls, tents, skates, skis,

snow/skate boards

Pesticides

Personal care products; plasters, band aids Biocides
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It is important to know the chemical
content of your articles

• Whether you represent a large industry or a small enterprise, 
chemical substances being present in the articles you produce
concern your business

• It is important to know the chemical content of your articles in 
order for you to pass on the necessary information to your 
customers, who can then ensure the safe use and proper 
disposal of the article

Obligations according to Article 33 of
REACH in the European Union
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REACH Article 33

• REACH regulation Article 33 obliges suppliers to communicate 
information about substances of very high concern (SVHC) that 
may be present in their articles and gives consumers the right 
to request that information

• When requested for information, suppliers  are obliged to tell 
within 45 days if their product contains REACH’s Candidate List 
chemicals in concentration of more than 0,1% of its weight

• The supplier must also give consumers enough information to 
be able to use the product safely. Information can be requested 
before or after buying a product

Supplier of an article: means any producer or importer of an article,
distributor or other actor in the supply chain placing an article on
the market
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Substances of very high concern (SVHCs)

• According to REACH regulation, the most hazardous chemicals –
SVHCs – are those that:

• cause cancer (carcinogens) 

• change our DNA (mutagens) 

• damage fertility or the foetus (toxic to reproduction) 

• break down in the environment very slowly,  can accumulate in 
the body or may be toxic (persistent, bioaccumulative, toxic) 

• may have serious effect on human health or the environment 
which give rise to an equivalent level of concern to the hazards  
named above, for example endocrine disrupting properties

These chemicals are included in the Candidate List -
http://echa.europa.eu/candidate-list-table

http://echa.europa.eu/candidate-list-table
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European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)

 ECHA works with the European Commission and EU Member States to 
identify substances of very high concern to human health and the 
environment and to determine which substances need regulatory risk 
management at EU level

 The ultimate goal is to replace these substances with safer alternatives
 Substance Review: Community Rolling Action Plan (CoRAP)

Candidate
List (SVHC)
Candidate
List (SVHC)

Authorisation
List
Authorisation
List

EU Member
States
/ECHA
dossiers

Agreement Sunset 
date
Sunset 
date
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Where to find the Candidate list?
Candidate List - 205 substances (as of February 2020)

European Chemicals Agency website: http://echa.europa.eu/lv/candidate-list-table

http://echa.europa.eu/lv/candidate-list-table
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European Chemicals Agency 
(ECHA) database on chemicals

• Data on chemicals (substances!) produced in Europe or 
imported into Europe

• Information on hazardous properties, classification and 
labeling and safe use of chemicals

• The information comes directly from the manufacturers and 
importers

Information on up to 120,000 chemicals:
 Substance Infocard
 Brief Profile (general description and scientific data)
 Registration Dossier
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ECHA database on chemicals
„Search for Chemicals“ at front page - searches by name, CAS number, EC number
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Result of search: example formaldehyde

Here opens Brief  ProfileHere opens Substance Infocard
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Example: Formaldehyde Infocard
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Example: Formaldehyde Brief Profile 

Go to REACH registration dossier 
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Example: Formaldehyde registration dossier  

REACH registration number is here
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List of common SVHC used in textile industry

Solvents: to dissolve substances or materials, such as pigments, in a solution, the 
dye

 trichloroethylene

Water and soil repellents: to impregnate the fabric

 perfluorinated compounds – PFOA, PFOS

Surfactants: may act as softeners and antistatic agents 

 trichloroethylene

Dyes/pigments: to give the fiber the desired colour 

 azo dyes, dyes may also contain heavy metals such as lead or cadmium

Plasticisers and phthalates: for textile applications, such as screen printing and 
coating of fabrics, PVC first needs to be softened

 different phthalates (DEHP, DBP)

Flame retardants: to make a product less flammable; depending on national 
regulations, flame retardants may be required in a product. Examples of such 
products are protective clothing, curtains and fabrics used in furniture
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List of common SVHC used in metal industry

Metal coatings

Corrosion inhibitors

Some metals are listed as SVHC themselves – these 
include heavy metals, such as lead, cadmium, arsenic 
and cobalt compounds

Cadmium - component for soldering products 
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List of common SVHC used in rubber industry

Rubber is divided into two major groups – natural rubber (e.g. latex) and 
synthetic rubber (e.g. styrene-butadiene, isoprene, isobutylene).
Synthetic rubber may contain SVHCs.

Plasticizers
 Phthalates: DEPH - additive in polymer compounds; Diisobutyl

phthalate - use in coatings

Stabilizers or pigments in rubber
 Lead sulfochromate yellow, Lead chromate molybdate sulphate red 

Short-chain chlorinated paraffins can also be present in rubber
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List of common SVHC used in plastic industry

Plasticisers in PVC 

 Phthalates: di-2-ethylhexyl phthalate (DEHP), dibutyl phthalate (DBP) – they
are often used as and may be present in very high concentrations up to 
about 50% w/w

 Formamide - Products made of EVA (ethylene vinyl acetate) plastic: puzzle 
mats,  gymnastics mats, beach slippers

Stabilizers are also common in PVC material to enhance the plastics’ resistance 
to light and heat. They are used to inhibit or delay the degradation of the plastic

Flame retardants

Brominated flame retardants (deca-BDE)

Some SVHCs are restricted and can only be used in polymers 
destined for specific usage in industries such as the automotive, 
aircraft, military or pharmaceuticals industries




